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K ENNEDY  SCHOOL  

STUDENTS OF THE   

MONTH    
 

 

Congratulations to the January Students of the Month!  These students all dem-

onstrated the PBIS traits of being responsible, being respectful and being safe.   

 

Kindergarten: Georgia Poland, Landon Klemencic, Lucy Troxel 

Grade 1:  Morgan Seibert, Corrine Clason, Delana Henry, Ava Gondreau 

Grade 2:  Lucas LaBuguen, Devon Werner, Liming Han 

Grade 3:  Madelyn Blaser, Emily Allbee  

Grade 4:  Caleb Chouinard, Lucy Palmer, Ava Kolovitz  

Grade 5:  Emily Kostinek, Savannah Moore  

 

 



This year we had conferences one month earlier due to the change to a Trimester 

schedule.  It was wonderful to see so many of our parents attend parent/teacher 

conferences.  We always strive for 100% participation.  This is a wonderful time 

to continue to build that parent-teacher relationship that is so beneficial to stu-

dent learning!  We also appreciate your support and feedback on our parent sur-

vey.  The parent survey is an important tool used to inform the Kennedy staff of 

our successes and areas of growth.  We use the information from the survey to 

continue to reach our goal of making Kennedy the best place we can for students 

to learn and grow. 

 

Safety is another priority at Kennedy School.  As parents it was extremely diffi-

cult to understand the tragedy in Connecticut.  We all want to work together to 

make school safety a top priority in our schools and community.  To promote 

safe schools we hold routine fire drills, tornado and lock down drills.  Each 

month we practice fire drills to ensure that students know safety procedures.  We 

also have tornado and lock down drills twice a year.  The students had their first 

lock down drill in November.  We will have another lock down drill this Trimes-

ter.  We work closely with the Janesville police department to review proper pro-

cedures and safety for our students durning lock down drills.  The fire, tornado 

and lock down procedures are posted in every classroom to ensure proper proce-

dures are followed.  The purpose of the drills is to ensure we all know what to do 

in the case of a real incident.  We also have the ALERT NOW system to send 

home messages in the case of a real safety concern at school.  If you have any 

other questions about school safety and our procedures please feel free to contact 

the school. 

 

The Kennedy staff wants to continue to serve the students and parents of Ken-

nedy School to create the best safe and secure learning environment for every-

one!  It is amazing how much we can accomplish when we work together.  If 

you ever have a question, concern, or compliment for a staff member, please do 

not hesitate to call me at 743-7506 or e-mail me at: 

adegraaf@janesville.k12.wi.us.  
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FROM  THE  PRINCIPAL  B Y  M R S.  A L L I S O N  D E G R A A F 

Kennedy School 

Office Hours: 

7:30 a.m. to 

4:00 p.m. 

 

Breakfast Club: 

7:50 a.m. to 

8:05 a.m.  

Students should use 

the rear entrance 

 

SAFETY ALERT!  

Breakfast Club 

students must not 

arrive at school  

before 7:50 a.m. 

 

Students not at-

tending Breakfast 

Club may not  

arrive before  

8:05 a.m. 
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F RONT  D OOR  SECURITY    
 

We have begun locking the front doors in the morning 
as a safety procedure due to the increased number of 
students entering the building for Breakfast Club.  
We want to continue to keep safety as a priority at 
Kennedy School.  

BREAKFAST CLUB   
 

Kennedy School began our free breakfast program on Mon-

day, January 28th.  The free breakfast club begins at 7:45 

a.m.  *Please note that this is a time change from our previ-

ous 7:55 a.m. start time.   

 

Students must enter through the rear doors (#9) off of the 

back parking lot on Stonefield Drive.  Please do not drop off 

children prior to 7:45 a.m. as will not have adult supervision 

until that time.  Students will be dismissed from breakfast 

club at 8:05 a.m. to the playground areas. 

 

Breakfast menus are available on the School District of 

Janesville website each month in both English and Spanish. 

 

If you have any questions please feel free to contact the of-

fice at 743-7506. 
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Kennedy School 

Lost & Found                     

Please remember to check 

out the Lost & Found 

for missing items. 

Replacement 

Kennedy Folders 

are now 

 available for  

purchase in the  

school office. 

 

The new vinyl  

folders will sell 

$2.00 each. 

IMMUNIZATION  INFORMATION    
 

Please help us update our records.  If your child received 

booster shots within the past few months, please bring a copy of 

the record to the school office.  Booster shots are especially im-

portant for students who will be in kindergarten or 6th grade 

next year (2013-2014).  If you have any questions concerning 

immunization requirements, please call Mary Kozak, Lead 

Nurse at 295-3419. 

DECEMBER STUDENTS OF THE MONTH 

 

Kindergarten:  Nathan Walter, Kaden Rooney, Andrew Oliver 

Gr. 1: Nathan Kubiak, Samantha Pringle, Lauren Rewey, Gabe Hansen 

Gr. 2:  Jacob Chouinard, Isaliah Beall, Jordana Ferrari 

Gr. 3:  Christopher Chears, Tommy Thomsen 

Gr. 4:  Gracie Stoikes, Lucy Palmer, Leo Duran 

Gr. 5:  Dominick Hatlevig, Juliana Armas-Purdy 
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Our driveways are 

Stop 

Drop 

Go 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please remember 

to call the school 

attendance line at 

743-7565 by 9:00 

a.m. if your child 

will not be attend-

ing school due to 

an illness or 

planned absence. 

WINTER WEATHER REMINDERS  

 

As the weather continues to change and the cold weather approaches we 

have a few reminders for student safety at Kennedy: 

Õ All students go outside twice each day for recess and lunch recess.  

Winter clothing is necessary every day.  This should include a warm 

winter coat, hat, and gloves or mittens.  Younger students (K-2) must 

have snowpants and boots on in order to go into the snow.  Older stu-

dents (3-5) should have boots or they will need to stay on the blacktop.  

If their clothing gets wet they will not be allowed to call home.   

Õ We use the wind chill factor of 0 degrees or below to determine if stu-

dents stay indoors and 10 degrees or below if the wind is not blowing.  

If it is before school, these same temperatures determine whether or 

not students can come into the building at 8:05 a.m. 

Õ If it is raining or snowing in the morning when students come to school, 

they are to go to their playground doors to line up - not the front doors.  

There are staff members on the playgrounds for supervision at 8:05 

a.m. and will let students in and direct them where they should go until 

the bell rings. 

Õ Winter can present challenges for driving.  Please remember to pull 

over to the stop-drop-go curb to pick up and drop off your child.  Please 

do not park your car in this area or near any of the cones.  We want to 

continue to keep students safe in the ice and snow.  We will continue 

to work with the Janesville Police Department to monitor the traffic in 

the front and back stop-drop-go areas. 

Õ A reminder to our families about weather related closings and delays 

notification.  The AlertNow system will serve as our primary means of 

notification.  We urge you to make sure the school has your current 

contact information.  On days when there are possible school cancella-

tions due to weather please listen to WCLO (AM channel 1230) or other 

local radio and TV stations for school closings and delays.  Closings and 

delays will be posted no later than 6:00 a.m.  If schools have a one 

hour delay, we will have adult supervision at 9:05 a.m.  Elementary 

breakfast clubs will not serve meals when school has been delayed. 

Õ Schools do not close early to avoid incoming snow or ice storms.  This 

policy is to protect children who may get home before their parents and 

have no access or supervision at home.  There will be no athletic con-

tests and practices on days school is called off for weather reasons.  

The gyms will be closed. 

Õ Parents always have the option of keeping your child home due to in-

clement weather.  You must call school to report your decision to keep 

your child home. 

 

Thank you for helping us continue to keep students safe during the winter 

months! 
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Send  

Swiss Valley  

Milk Caps  

to School 

BAND NEWS BY MR. SASSE, BAND INSTRUCTOR   

 

The first multi-school performance opportunity for your band student is 

coming up later this month.  Our students have been invited to join the 

Craig High School Pep Band to perform at a basketball game on Tuesday, 

February 12th.  Students from Adams, Harrison, Jefferson, Kennedy, Mon-

roe and Roosevelt schools will get together to form the 2013 mini-pep 

band.  This will give elementary students the opportunity to see, hear and 

prepare with high school musicians on their same instrument for the eve-

ning in a mentoring situation and then to perform among the older stu-

dents during the game.  Students have been working on special songs for 

the evening and have already received registration and the optional T-shirt 

order forms.  Thank you parents, for your continued support and encour-

agement of the students. 

P4J ENROLLMENT   
 

Enrollment begins February 4, 2013 at the Educational Services Center of 

the School District of Janesville at 527 South Franklin Street. 

 

Preschool 4 Janesville is a program for all children who are 4 years old on 

or before September 1 of the intended school year.  Participating families 

do not pay tuition to participate!  Many different community early learning 

and care centers are participating. 

 

When you enroll, please bring: 

Õ Parent Identification (Drivers License/State ID) 

Õ Proof of address (copy of lease/purchase agreement or current utility 

bill) 

Õ Birth certificate of the child 

Õ Immunization records for the child 

 

For more information, contact Kristen Moisson, Early Learning Curriculum 

Coordinator at 743-5038 or www.preschool4janesville.com 
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Please send all 

money in an enve-

lope clearly marked 

with your childõs 

name and what the 

money is for (milk, 

hot lunch, field trip) 

to avoid confusion. 

 

The office does not 

have money on 

hand to make 

change.  Please 

send the correct 

amount.   

Thanks! 

 

 

STRING  NEWS BY M RS. BANWELL , STRINGS INSTRUCTOR   

 

Welcome to the New Year!  We are excited about the full slate of opportuni-

ties ahead of us and we are eager o continue our exchange of good news about 

the value of the string program for your child. 

 

Often a single concert or presentation measures the success of an orchestra 

program.  On Wednesday, December 19th all the 5th grade orchestra students 

performed a concert at Marshall Middle School.  BRAVO to these students for 

an outstanding performance.  Kennedy students:  Christian Behncke, Igzandra 

Del Camino, Amare Gates, Oscar Lopez and Giana Mecollari.  Parents take 

time to say a word of praise to your child! 

 

Our mission is to develop a musical community.  Before we can attain har-

mony, balance and blend within the music, we must establish it with one an-

other.  To build and strengthen our musical performances we have to build and 

strengthen our personal relationships within the group.  We must create a safe 

atmosphere that encourages risk, growth, failure, persistence and focus on ex-

cellence.  In our musical family everyone counts.  Our winning combination 

is:  Parental Support & Student Desire & Teacher Guidance = CERTAIN 

SUCCESS! 

 

We thank you for your support and remind you that YOU are a key ingredient 

in our success recipe. 

 

Just a reminder that I will do my orchestra conferences with my middle school 

conferences on Wednesday, Feb. 27th from 4-5:00 and Thursday, Feb. 28th 

from 10 am-7 pm.  You may come at any time.  Orchestra grades are now 

posted.  Your child will receive a grade every class time on one of the State 

Standards for Orchestra.  Thank you for supporting your child in practice of 

these standards. 

 

Next concerts:  Dessert Orchestra Fund Raiser Concert on Thursday, March 

7th at Marshall Middle School at 7:00 p.m.  All-City Strings Concert at Parker 

High School on Thursday, April 11th  at 7:00 p.m.  Spring Concert will be on 

Thursday, May 23rd at 7:00 p.m. at Marshall Middle School. 
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PHY ED NEWS BY MRS. CAMPBELL, PE INSTRUCTOR     

 

The students have done a wonderful job working in PE class the past couple of 

weeks in the gymnastic/tumbling unit! 

 

After the winter break, the ògymnasticsó obstacle course was set-up for them to 

work on:  balance, arm and abdominal strength, as well as body control.  Every-

one tried the balance beam, parallel bars, vault, cargo-net, and climbing ropes.    

Next was the tumbling unit where the students worked on their flexibility, bal-

ance skills, and rolls on the mats. 

 

All 3rd, 4th, and 5th graders were invited to participate in our 14th annual 

Jump Rope for Heart event at Kennedy.  The event was held here in the gym 

after school from 3-4:00 p.m. on Wednesday, Jan. 23rd.  The donations are be-

ing counted!  Thank you for all of your support! 

 

The second trimester grades will reflect your childõs participation, vocabulary, 

fitness concepts, skill and sportsmanship in the following areas:  floor hockey, 

handball, bowling, dance, apparatus/tumbling, basketball, BOSU, and jumping 

rope.  Your childõs grade may go up or down depending on their ability in the 

units.  We try to incorporate a wide variety of units so that all students are suc-

cessful.  Our new progress reports are on a scale of 1-4.  Please remember that 

a 1=Minimal, 2=Basic, *3=Proficient (*expected level), 4=Advanced. 

 

All 3rd graders will be once again jogging to Hawaii from February until spring 

break.  They will run for the first 5 minutes of each class and count their laps.  

We òpretendó each lap equals one mile.  (18 times around the gym equals one 

real mile).  Hopefully we will get there by spring break and be able to celebrate 

with a òHawaiian Luauó!  More information will be coming soon to all 3rd grad-

ers! 

 

Also, I am very proud to announce that 120 students climbed to the top of the 

knotted ropes in PE class during our apparatus unit!  That is impressive!  Ask 

your child if they climbed to the top!  Those that did, were called òTOP BA-

NANASó and took home a banana with their name on it last week. 

 

Keep active to stay healthy! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please help and 

work with your 

child to learn to tie 

their shoes.  Tying 

in a double knot 

would be espe-

cially helpful. 
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 IMPORTANT UPCOMING DATES 
 

Feb. 4-8 P4J Enrollment begins 

  Child Development Week at ESC 

 5 PTO - 6:00 p.m. 

 11 Student Council 

 12 Band students to perform with Craig Pep Band 7:00 p.m. 

 19 {ŎƻƻǇƛŜ bƛƎƘǘ ŀǘ aƛƭǘƻƴ !ǾŜƴǳŜ /ǳƭǾŜǊΩǎ п-8:00 p.m. 

 25 Student Council 

 28 End of 2nd Trimester 

 

Mar. 1 Teacher Work DayτNO SCHOOL 

 5 Chuck E Cheese fundraiser 4-8:00 p.m. 

  PTO 6:00 p.m. 

 7 String Orchestra Dessert concert 7:00 p.m. at Marshall M.S. 

 11 Student Council 

 15 Grades 2, 3, 4 & 5 Spring Sings 

 20 aŀŎΩǎ tƛȊȊŀ {ƘŀŎƪ ŦǳƴŘǊŀƛǎŜǊ п-8:00 p.m. 

 25-29 Spring Break  

 

 

Kennedy School Mission 

 

Enter with Hope and Aspiration. 

Learn with Dignity and Enthusiasm. 

Leave with Pride in Self and Community. 

~ Parents ~  

 

A reminder to 
please take 

time to buckle 
up your chil-
dren when 

picking them 
up after 
school.  

 



 

PARKING  

Please be sure to park 

your vehicle in a stall 

in the parking lot or 

park on the street if 

you plan to leave the 

vehicle at the start or 

end of the day. 

 

Do NOT park in the 

driveway.  The Stop-

Drop-Go signs state 

that vehicles should not 

be left unattended. 
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ART NOTES BY MS. SMERLINSKI, ART INSTRUCTOR   

 

The Fine Arts Committee is happy to announce that we will welcome a visit 

from author and storyteller Jim May in February!  Every student at Kennedy 

will hear him present during one of three assemblies during the school day 

on Tuesday, February 12th.  That evening,  Mr. May will be reading for us at 

our Literacy Night.  This will be a fun event for our students and their par-

ents.  In addition to the program, there will be an Author Book Sale and 

Signing, a book exchange, reading time, and a special donation to our 

school by the Woody family.  More information will follow soon in a flyer to 

all Kennedy families! 

 

February Art Notes: 

 

The Kennedy Art Club is in full swing, and the students are choosing the 

medium (material) they wish to use in their own projects.  Twenty 4th and 

5th grade students who joined the club are making good progress on their 

creations as well as having fun!  Parents, please remember to pick-up your 

students promptly at 4:00 p.m.  If a student is at school but will be unable 

to attend Art Club, please notify me ahead of time with a note or phone call.  

The remaining Art Club dates are:   

  

 February 11, 18, 25 

 March  11 

 

Project Highlights from the Art room: 

KG  Bean and pasta mosaic project, art and writing 

1st gr.  Mixed media art (thanks to parents who sent materials to 

  Support students in this exciting project!).  Finishing fans, 

  Heart art 

2nd gr.  Clay project constructed with three forms 

3rd gr.  Clay puppet faces 

4th gr.  Proportion drawings, lettering design and calligraphy in the 

  Old English style 

5th gr.  Two project clay unit, slab and container construction 

Vold/Abrahamson Holiday art, clay fish sculptures 


